WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CUMC(C?
January and February, 2012

About Clarendon UMC

Clarendon is a congregation of over 550 members and grow-
ing! Much of our spiritual growth takes place in small group
study with over 20 small groups made up of all ages and
interests. Five adult Sunday classes meet weekly as well as
two women’s Bible studies. There are also four monthly Unit-
ed Methodist Women circles. Men get together on Saturday
morning for coffee and fellowship and the church is bursting
with choirs and bells. There is a place for everyone. If you
would like more information about the small groups, contact Jane
Dixon at 703-465-0341.

New Study for CUMC Women

Starting January 9th, we will begin a four week study written
by our own Sylvia Wang titled "Music, Social Justice and
Healing -Women of Character" There are two groups
studying this subject. The groups meet on Mondays-mornings,
9:30-11:30 (childcare available on request) and evenings, 7:30
-9:00. Both meet in the Youth Room.

Music conveys what words cannot. For those struggling and
in deep pain, it provides healing for the heart. It is also a voice
and justice for difficult situations relating to women, nations
and communities. This four-week study involves daily
personal study using material from the Bible and the internet
(Y 0 u T andother sources). The weekly meeting will

discuss the readings from the week. The Women of Character
include: Ruth, Hannah, Tamar, and Mary (mother of Jesus).
For more info on this study, contact Jane Dixon, 703-465-0341.

Helping Hands Forum, January 18th, 7-9 pm

Our Outreach Committee in coordination with the Arlington
Interfaith Council, is hosting an event to introduce several non
-profit organizations that provide emergency crisis services to
local families in need. A representative of Arlington County’s
Department of Human Services will also describe some of the
County’s programs that address this issue.

United Methodist Women Sunday, January 29th, 2012

Join us as we celebrate the work of our UMW. This is a very
active, vibrant group of women here at Clarendon. CUMC UMW
is committed both to local, national and international missions as
well as to developing relationships with each other and the larger
church. We will have a special speaker that day.

Marriage Ministry

We will be starting a Marriage Ministry in January focusing on
issues faced by married couples and how best to navigate life
with your spouse. Participants in this ministry will experience
support and fellowship as they study God’s words relating to
this special relationship. For more info, contact Lisa Gibbs-Smith
703-527-8574 Dates TBA.

Covenant Service, 10 a.m. January 1st, 2012

Commit yourself to God in t
Each year, John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, would
begin the New Year with a "Covenant Service." We follow this
same tradition at Clarendon UMC by incorporating Wesley's
Covenant into the worship service on the first Sunday of each
New Year. The heart of the service, focused in the Covenant
Prayer, requires persons to commit themselves anew to God.
Join us as members of our congregation rededicate themselves
to following the teachings of God.

Faith, Food & Fellowship Programs -

1/12 - Visit the Heartlands of America with this video
presentation giving an armchair peak into the fascinating
Southern Appalachian area of the country.

1/26-Susan Murany, a DC tour guide, will talk about the rich
history of Georgetown. This talk is based on her current tours,
“Georgetown Churches and Culture.”

2/9-“He Said, She Said” a video of a conversation with Deborah
Tannen the linguist and author on how men and women differ in
their communication skills. “ The biggest mistake is believing
there is one right way to listen, to talk, to have a conversation -
or a relationship”. Just in time for Valentines Day!

2/23- President’s Day Celebration. We will be having contests
and playing games all about, what else, Presidents. If you have
ever been president of any club or group, you will be eligible to
win a prize!

Raise the roof with our Praise JAM! Coffee House!! Join us
Sunday, January 22nd and the 4th Sunday of each month at 5:30
in Corry Hall at CUMC for our monthly Praise JAM
Coffeehouse with Mike Bannach and Clarendon's Praise
Band. Come be a part of the "joyful noise" with an opportunity
to perform with the band or solo. All are welcome to take
part....or just come and listen to your favorite praise music or
gospel tunes. Light refreshments and beverages are
served. BYOT - (Bring your own Tambourine).

Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner & Parade, February 21st

Our annual “Fat Tuesday” celebration will be on February 21st.
We will enjoy pancakes, sausage and the children’s parade with
beads and brass. Afterwards, we head to central Clarendon with
the Praise Band and our float to take part in the parade there.

CUMC Youth Activities

The youth here at Clarendon are always on the go. Some events
planned for this age group include the annual youth ski trip this
winter and a family fun night in January. Our youth are very
involved in service projects for both church members as well as
people in the local community. We also have very active youth
handbell and choir groups that perform regularly. All teens and
youth are welcome to join our groups.
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